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Annual Report of Operations under the Meat Import Act for 1983 


AUTHORITY 


The Meat Import Act came into force on February 11, 1982. 
This Act provides for the regulation of the importation into Canada of 
fresh, chilled and frozen beef and veal and to that effect amends the 
Export and Import Permits Act. Under the authority conferred by this 
Act, the Minister of Agriculture, with the concurrence of the Minister 
of State (International Trade) may establish such restrictions on the 
quantity of beef and veal that may be imported into Canada as the 


Minister considers appropriate in accordance with the formula set out 
in the Schedule of the Act. 


The Act provides for the establishment of an Advisory 
Committee consisting of a Chairman and not less than two and not more 
than four other members representative of the meat industry and 
consumers. This Advisory Committee shall meet at the call of the 
‘Minister and shall advise the Minister with respect to such matters 
relating to the importation of meat into Canada as are referred to it 
by the Minister. 


THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


The Advisory Committee, appointed by the Minister of 
Agriculture, pursuant to Section 6 of the Act, was constituted as 
follows: 


Chairman: Mr. G. Jones, Crane Valley, Saskatchewan 


Members: Mrs. S. Atkinson, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
Dr. G. Burton, Claresholm, Alberta 
Mroor. Hess, Kitchener, Ontario 
Mr. B. Tremblay, St. Bruno, Lac St.-Jean, 
Quebec 


The Committee met on July 12, 1983 to consider the USA 
Administration's request to enter an informal arrangement whereby 
Canada would limit its exports of beef and veal in 1983 to a maximum 
of a 130 million pounds. 


BEEF AND VEAL IMPORTS IN 1983 


Imports of beef and veal entering Canada in 1983 were as 


follows: 
Total 57,992 tonnes 
of which from: Australia 14,985 tonnes 
New Zealand 24,752 tonnes 
UsStA: 10,773 tonnes 
Other 7,482 tonnes 


(Source: Statistics Canada, Trade of Canada) 


The global minimum access commitment as agreed to by 
Canada in multilateral trade negotiations under the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade was 65,136 tonnes (143.6 million pounds) for 
1983, considerably above the actual level of imports. 


Import permits were required effective Augusts 22, 1983 
for the remainder of the year for all imports of fresh, chilled, and 
frozen beef and veal to monitor trade developments. These licences, 
introduced in voluntary restraint arrangements entered into by the 
U.S. with major suppliers, were issued freely. 


IMPORTS REGIME IN 1984 


Imports of beef and veal were projected to be in the order 
of 59,000 tonnes (130 million pounds) in 1984. The guaranteed minimum 
access commitment for 1984, was 66,000 tonnes (145.1 million pounds). 


In accordance with these projections, on February 2, 1984, 
the Minister of Agriculture and the Minister of State (International 
Trade) announced, as required under Section 3 of the Act, that having 
reviewed the 1984 beef import situation they had concluded that beef 
import controls were not needed at that time. 


The Ministers stressed that this decision would be 
reviewed on a quarterly basis. If the forecast of Canadian beef and 
veal imports increased significantly or if the United States moved to 
restrain beef and veal imports, import action would be considered. 
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CANADA'S TRADE IN BEEF AND VEAL, AND LIVE CATTLE, 1981-1983 


i 


1981 1982 1983 

IMPORTS aa OOO Mla = 

Beef and Veal (fresh, chilled, 

& frozen) 

Total 53.5 56.8 58.0 
Australia 19.8 Gites 150 
New Zealand Hapa) 2226 24.8 
USA 9.7 9.1 10.8 
Others 13 3.8 724 

Live Imports 

Total Slaughter Cattlel 
000 hd@ 156.0 79.3 83.6 
000 MT 78.0 39.7 41.8 
EXPORTS 
Beef and Veal (fresh, chilled 
& frozen) 

Total 56.8 60.7 ual 
US Ae 52.0 55./ 56./ 
Others 1 eS Spe! 4.4 

Live Exports -- '000 head -- 

Slaugher cattle! 132.9 223.1 212.4 
Feeder Cattle 46.2 33.2 14.5 
Veal Calves 12525 T5320 104-7 


1s} aughter cattle 318 kg (700 1b) and over 
Feeder cattle 91-318 kg (200-700 1b) 
Veal calves 91 kg (200 1b) and less 


2Assumes an average weight of 500 kg per head 


Source: Statistics Canada, Trade of Canada 
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